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Ayutthaya: 
Thailand Bid to Host World Expo 2020 

The ancient city of Ayutthaya was Thailand’s capital for over four centuries, and is endowed with magnificent historic sites and a rich cultural heritage. Though tourism remains a major driver of the provincial economy, the majority of the population is engaged in agriculture, manufacturing and the service sectors. Today, Ayutthaya Province is fast expanding as a major satellite of Bangkok, accommodating a growing industrial sector.
The potential locations for World Expo 2020 are Bang Sai District and other parts of the province neighbouring Bangkok. The relatively low population density offers flexibility in developing the sites for public benefit or to meet the needs of local communities. Following the event, the site can be readily returned its original condition or prepared for new development, according to market needs.
Bang Sai – specific urban development / market needs

Although Bang Sai has limited potential for urban development, the district is ideally situated to accommodate the expansion of Bangkok’s population as part of the development of "Outer Bangkok". With its sparse population, there is ample land available for development projects, including the development of a project to link the Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Centre to the World Expo 2020. Following the event, the facility can be further developed as a learning centre for international cultures or a regional capital of arts and crafts.

Despite its emerging development as a modern industrial hub, Ayutthaya’s cultural heritage is world-renowned. Site design will reflect this heritage in order to highlight the province’s unique and ancient historical sites, and its rich tradition of arts and crafts.  In order to facilitate site restoration and / or redevelopment, some buildings will be designed as temporary structures, in keeping with the event’s theme of sustainability. However, some permanent buildings will remain as icons of the event.
The province of Ayutthaya was reported to have the highest potential as the ideal location for the mega-event, which is likely to transform the city into a vibrant and dynamic urban hub with its own unique atmosphere. Ayutthaya’s development will complement that of Bangkok; its proximity to Bangkok offers important advantages in terms of relieving pressure on the Bangkok Metropolitan Area, and in the context of the emerging ‘Greater Bangkok’ urban area. Should Ayutthaya be selected as the venue for the World Expo, the city will form a pivotal part in the Riverside City Development Plan.

In keeping with the location and theme of World Expo 2020, the BIE Secretary-General commented that as a predominantly agricultural area, Ayutthaya retains Thailand’s values and customs, whilst long-standing local wisdom and a rich cultural tradition reflect Thailand’s uniqueness. The ancient city of Ayutthaya has been registered by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.

The city’s image as an ancient historical site, and as the location for the existing Bang Sai Arts and Crafts Center, make it the ideal location for World Expo 2020. The current facilities can be readily developed as a World Cultural Knowledge Academy, bringing together contributions to culture and local wisdom from all participating countries. Following the event, these facilities will continue to be used, and will stand as a permanent icon of the Expo 2020 event (legacy use).

The Secretary General of the World Exposition (BIE) has determined that Ayutthaya is the location with the strongest potential as the venue for World Expo 2020, given its ancient cultural heritage and status as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, its historical role as a diplomatic crossroads, and its economic development based on balance and sustainability. 
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